CHAUCER'S  WORKS             51

and Boccaccio, is in all essentials a thoroughly
original work. The poet, as usual, falls
asleep and has a dream. He is taken by
Scipio Africanus (he had just been reading
the Somnium Scipionis), to the gate of a
park which he is told none but the servants
of Love may enter. Although he himself is
but dull and has lost the taste of love he is
permitted to see what passes in order that
he may describe it, and is led into a beautiful
garden in which many fair ladies, such as
Beautee and Jolyte, are disporting themselves
under the eye of Cupid. A number of women
are dancing round a temple of brass, before
whose door

Dame Pees sat with a curteyn in hir hond.

A long description of the temple and its
occupants (Venus, Bacchus, Ceres, etc.) follows,
and the poet then passes once more into the
open air "vrfxere

... in a launde ^ upon a hille of floures

he finds the " noble goddesse Nature," who
has sent for every bird to come and choose
its mate in honour of St. Valentine* Upon
her hand she holds

1 meadow.